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mentous freight edging cumbrously northwards towards the greater
security of Crete, Nelson with every inch of canvas spread direct for
Alexandria hoping to catch Bonaparte before he could disembark.
" We are proceeding," wrote Captain Saumarez of die Orion,
" upon the merest conjecture only, and not on any positive infor-
mation. Some days must now elapse before we can be relieved
from our cruel suspense/'1 On the sixth day Nelson reached Alex-
andria and to his unspeakable chagrin found the roads empty. No
one had seen anything of Bonaparte's armada, though die sleepy
Turkish authorities were making languid preparations to repel it
and threatening to decapitate any belligerent who dared to land in
their country.2 Still believing in his false information that the
French had left Malta on the i6th, it never occurred to Nelson that
they had not yet covered the distance. Without waiting he at once
put to sea again, steering for the Syrian coast in hope of news of a
landing at Aleppo or an attack on the Dardanelles.

As early on June 29th the British sails dropped over the eastern
horizon, watchers at Alexandria saw die French rise over the
western. Hampered by its lack of skill, vast size and triangular
course, Bonaparte's expedition, averaging only fifty miles a day,
had taken just double the time of its pursuer. Once more, cruelly
crippled by his lack of frigates, Nelson had missed an epoch-making
victory by a few hours. With nearly four hundred vessels the
French had crossed the Mediterranean and had not lost a ship.
With the superb arrogance of dieir race and revolutionary creed
they boasted that the British had not dared to measure their strength
against them. But, though he had still no idea how narrow had
been his escape, Bonaparte wasted no time before disembarking.
On the 1st of July he landed and issued a grandiloquent proclama-
tion in the style of Mahomet calling on die Faithful to rise against
the Mamelukes. On the 5th he stormed Alexandria, putting all who
resisted to the sword. A fortnight later, advancing at his habitual
speed across the desert, he routed the main Egyptian army under
the shadow of the Pyramids. On the 22nd he entered Cairo. An-
other nation had been overwhelmed.

Meanwhile Nelson, fretting with impatience and full of remorse
"" for the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, * had sought in vain for his

1 Mahan, Nelson, I, 336.
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